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The young medical men of the navy regard it as a point of
honour, a matter of dignity, for which they are ready to bear
up under disappointment for any length of time, rather than
yield to compromise. Their whole heart and soul are bound
up in the dignity- of their profession, and this feeling is so
general as to merit the appellation of unanimity.
The elder medical men in the navy cordially concur with

their younger brethren. For some time a desire (induced by
the nature of the service) to keep up a marked difference
betwixt themselves and assistant-surgeons, certainly did exist;
but this feeling has long subsided, and in its stead, an earnest
co-operation and cordiality, springing from membership of a
common profession, have arisen.
The highest medical officers are equally zealous in favour of

the assistant-surgeons, and their testimony is to the effect that
the usefulness of the medical profession to the service, in the
prevention and cure of disease, would be greatly augmented
by the ward-room position of assistant-surgeons.

It has been represented that young surgeons just come from
college, thirsting for opportunities of distinguishing them-
selves, (for which purpose, a high station and commodious
accommodation are requisite,) find themselves deprived of
the means of study, when placed in a gun-room with midship-
men, and virtually disfranchised of that status which the pos-
session of a diploma or degree entitles them to.
The fact of exclusion from the society and gradus of ward-

room officers is alone sufficient to wither the heart or rouse
the spirit of adult professional men. If it would answer the
purposes of the navy to put apprentices into the service, to
bind them to the surgeons to learn their profession, could the
Admiralty place them in an inferior position to that occupied
by the assistant-surgeons at the present time ? Assuredly not.

It is not in the navy only that indignation exists on the
subject. The army medical officers look at the struggle now
going forward as one deeply affecting the medical profession,
which cannot be discontinued, but at the loss of honour to the
profession. The case is wholly different, as respects the

Admiralty. Their lordships may grant ward-room position
and cabins to assistant-surgeons without any compromise of
their dignity, because they are authorized to place the medical
officers of the navy on the same footing as those in the army,
by successive governmental acts-viz., an order in council of
1805; naval and military commission of 1840; and committees
of the House on the naval estimates, last year.
The medical men of the country generally have their eyes

upon their brethren in the naval service. They have raised
their voice for us, and the voice of thirty thousand men occu-
pying the position that the medical profession ever has done,
will surely be heard.
The colleges and universities throughout the United King-

dom are in pain, on account of their graduates and members,
and quickly will they say to their pupils, " Prostitute not your
talents, by submitting to indignities: do not serve an ungrate-
ful country:’-I am, Sir, with the utmost respect, your obedient
humble servant, F. J. BROWN, M.D. Lond. et Edin.

Assistant-surgeon R.N.
To H. G. Ward, Esq., M.P., Secretary to the Admiralty.

THE OPERATION OF TRACHEOTOMY.
To MARSHALL HALL, M.D., F.R.S.

Spasmodic Laryngismus.
DEAR SIR,&mdash;In. THE LANCET for April 7th, 1849, at page 367,

you call attention to an original plan for performing tracheo-
tomy, simply and safely, and you suggest an unusual variety
of cases for its application. Should the subsequent experience
of the profession ratify your conclusions,--as certainly I think
will be the case more or less completely,-humanity will have
to add another debt of gratitude to the list already owing to
you.
To the uninitiated tracheotomy appears, but really is not, a

simple operation; we can scarcely say that it can be rightly
practised on the dead subject, and no operation gives less time
to select the ablest operator, or to allow those present to deli-
berate on its several stages. Probably no operation whatever
- or no score of operations-could reckon so many who have
expired during the actual performance, as tracheotomy; and
chiefly, perhaps, on account of both surgeon and patient
shrinking from its adoption until success becomes extremely
doubtful.
To promote, then, your important object, as far as relates to

your third paragraph,-that, viz., on Spasmodic Laryngismus,
- allow me to suggest the use of chloroform, slightly, and with
due caution. It may already have occurred to you, but as it
is not named, you will excuse this attempt to secure a very

public notice for it. " The violence of the general convulsion
m epilepsy, and in puerperal convulsion, seems to be essen-
tially linked with closure of the larynx," and with " violent
cerebral congestion," as both cause and effect. This ideai.
strongly occurred to me while an epileptic lay in a fit before
me. A girl, aged thirteen, subject to epilepsy, had for two
hours been labouring under a rapid succession of seizures, of
the most violent kind. Those present had assiduously, but
vainly, so far, been using the means I had recommended on a
former occasion,-cold to the head, sinapisms to the legs,
enemata, and when practicable, emetics. I applied chloro-
form intermittingly for ten or fifteen seconds, a drachm on a
handkerchief, and the effect was in the highest degree satis-
factory, and so far permanent: this was about two months
ago. Again: a few days ago I was called to a girl, nine years
of age, who was first seized in bed, and first noticed about
half-past nine at night. At about half-past twelve, I was
called, and at intervals, for two hours longer, I witnessed, in
spite of the usual means being tried, the continuance of the
epileptic state, no return of consciousness, no sleep, no com-
plete absence of convulsive movement. At half-past two I
tried chloroform in the manner stated,-for caution is clearly
requisite,-and in ten or twelve seconds all spasm disappeared,
sleep followed, and the child awoke conscious during the day.
The last patient had never before been known by her mother
to have had a fit of an epileptic character, although a few
times she had fainted. She had that day eaten many im-
proper things, which seemed the exciting cause of the attack;
but very free vomiting preceded my visit, and mustard emetics
brought up nothing afterwards of any consequence. I believe
the connexion of spasmodic laryngismus with epilepsy to be
important, if not essential; and the cautious exhibition oi
chloroform vapour to be a ready, a simple, and an effective
means of instantly cutting short an attack, hitherto so difficuli
to overcome, because of the want of susceptibility in the
patient, and the consequent powerlessness of our usual reme.
dies. I have, with due care, also tried chloroform in two o
three protracted cases of hysteria, and with the best effect
The disordered nervous agency is wonderfully quickly re
claimed. Circumspection is obviously necessary in using
chloroform in cases where the patient is unconscious to begir
with.-Believe me, Sir, yours very truly,
May, 1849. - 

_________ 

R. E.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;As I have long entertained the opinion that the resi-
dent members of the medical profession are very unfairly
dealt with, owing to the unequal distribution of patronage
vested in the boards of guardians, and as the system is sus-
ceptible of great improvement, I should feel obliged if your
numerous correspondents could give me any information on
the following points-viz.

1. The names of the Unions where the administration-of
the Vaccination Act is thrown open to the profession, so that
every surgeon who is willing to do the duty is appointed a
vaccinator.

2. The names of the Unions where a medical gentleman is
appointed as an establishment officer, who is not allowed to
engage in private practice, and who resides at the workhouse;
and whose duty is to attend the paupers in the workhouse, and
those who reside out of the workhouse, not exceeding (say)
two miles in any direction from the Union workhouse.

3. The names of the Unions where the attendance on the
out-door paupers is thrown open to the profession at large, by
giving the pauper applying for medical relief an order, having

. the names of medical gentlemen who are willing to do the
, duty at a stipulated sum per case printed on the back thereof,

and giving the pauper the option of selecting from the list the
, medical gentleman most agreeable to his feelings.

I need hardly add, that my object in asking for the above
! information is to obtain precedents, on which to ground

motions for future improvements of the existing system. I
’ beg to add that an early answer will be highly esteemed by,

Sir, your obedient servant,
A GUARDIAN OF THE POOR.

A SUGGESTION FOR MEDICAL REFORMERS.
T’O the Editor. of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I hear in all quarters rumours of medical reform, but
I think it will be found no easy matter to reconcile hostile
interests, for what is sweet to one party is sour to another.
We had better leave things alone unless we can get the medi-


